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Overview 

currently Lecturer, University of Konstanz and University of Fribourg (CH) 

2015 Habilitation, Privatdozent in sociology, University of Zurich 

since 2008 Habilitation project; substitute professorships in sociology in Berne, Konstanz, 
Leipzig, Erlangen, Zurich; positions as chair, secretary, and board member in ISA 

research committees. 

2001-2009 Positions as researcher, senior researcher, and lecturer, University of Zurich. 

1985-2001 Various studies in social sciences and history, Diploma in economics, extra-
academic work experience e.g. as project manager, Ph.D. in Political science. 
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1. Career and education 

since 2015 Privatdozent in sociology, University of Zurich 

2015 Professor (fixed-term substitute), University of Zurich (UZH). 

2015-17  Lecturer for empirical social research, University of Konstanz (UKN). 

2014  Submission of Habilitation thesis ‘Two Steps to Modernity[. . . ]’, UZH. 

2014-15  Professor (fixed-term substitute) for education and life course, Frederic-
Alexander-University Erlangen-Nuremberg (FAU). 

2013-14  Lecturer for Sociological Theory, University of Konstanz (UKN). 

since 2012 Lecturer for Sociology, Department of Communication and Media Studies, Uni-
versity of Fribourg (CH). 

2011-13  Professor (fixed-term substitute) for microsociology, University of Konstanz. 

2010-11  Professor (fixed-term substitute) for sociology and empirical social research, 

University of Leipzig (ULG). 

2010  Senior Lecturer, Institute of Sociology, University of Berne. 

2008-10  Professor (fixed-term substitute) for social stratification and comparative soci-

ology, University of Berne (UBE). 

2007-09  Senior researcher and lecturer (Oberassistent) in the team of Prof. Volker 
Bornschier, Sociological Institute, University of Zurich (SUZ). 

2005-07  Project Member and Senior Researcher, National Center of Competence and 
Research „Challenges to Democracy in the 21st Century” (NCCR Democracy), 
Zürich. 

2001-07  Researcher and lecturer (Assistent) in the team of Prof. Volker Bornschier, SUZ. 

2003-05  Researcher, SNF-funded project „Perceived vs. objective inequality in compara-

tive perspective”. 

2001  Ph.D. dissertation (Dr.rer.pol.), Freie Universität Berlin (Supervisor: Prof. Dr. 
Hans-Dieter Klingemann.) 

2000  Project manager, wegewerk Medienlabor GmbH. 

1996-2000  Various functions in the management of a political party, e.g. project manager 
political PR, HR management. 

1995  ‘Diplom-Volkswirt’ (MSc Ec.), University of Mannheim. Thesis on ‘Increasing 
returns and concentration’, elective in econometrics. 

1985-95  Studies in economics and social sciences, Universities Berlin (FU), Cologne, 
Mannheim; research assistant to Prof. Dr. Axel Börsch-Supan, Prof. Dr. Johan-
nes Berger, and Prof. Dr. Klaus Hüfner. 
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2. Books and editions 

2.1 Authored books 

(2015) Two Steps to Modernity. Changes, Choices, Challenges, and Social Institutions, 1750-
2050. What Crises, Terror, and Other Historical Parallels Tell For Understanding the 
20th and Successfully Shaping the 21st Century. Submitted for publication. 

2002 Effiziente politische Aggregation (Efficient political aggregation), Opladen: Les-
ke+Budrich. 

2.2 Edited books 

2007 Die Schweizerische Wirtschaft: Ein Sonderfall? (The Swiss Economy: A Special Case?), 
Zürich: Seismo (lead editor, with Michael Nollert). 

2005 The Future of World Society, Zürich: Intelligent Books (with Mark Herkenrath, 
Claudia König and Thomas Volken). 

2004 Enteignet, Vertrieben, Ermordet. Beiträge zur Genozidforschung (Expropriated, ex-
pelled, murdered: Contributions to comparative genocide studies), Zürich: Chronos 
(with Dominik Schaller, Rupen Boyadjian and Vivianne Berg). 

2004 Wirtschaft in soziologischer Perspektive: Diskurs und empirische Analysen (The econ-

omy in sociological perspective: Discourse and empirical analyses), Münster: Lit (with 
Michael Nollert and Patrick Ziltener). 

2.3 Edited special issues of journals 

2005 „Convergence and Divergence in the Contemporary World System”, Internation-
al Journal of Comparative Sociology 46 (with Mark Herkenrath, Claudia König and 
Thomas Volken). 

2005 „Globalizations from ‘Above’ and ‘Below’”, Journal of World Systems Research 11 
(with Mark Herkenrath, Claudia König and Thomas Volken). 

3. Articles 

3.1 Peer-reviewed journals 

(2015) „Institutions and Formal Theory: What Do We Learn From a Game-Theoretic 
Definition of Institutions?”, currently under review. 

2015 „Rational Choice in Comparative Sociology”, forthcoming in Comparative Sociolo-
gy. 

2010 „Legacies and Leverage. EU Political Conditionality and Democracy Promotion 
in Historical Perspective”, Europe-Asia Studies 62(3): 443-460 (with Frank 
Schimmelfennig). 

2010 „Inequality rose from above, so it shall fall again: Income skewness trends in 16 
OECD countries as evidence for a second Kuznets cycle”, International Journal of 
Comparative Sociology, 51(4): 246-267.  
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2008 „EU Democracy Promotion in the European Neighbourhood Political Condition-
ality, Economic Development and Transnational Exchange”, European Union Poli-

tics 9(2):187-215 (with Frank Schimmelfennig). 

2005 „A Brief History of the Future of World Society”, Journal of World Systems Re-
search 11: 159-169 (with Mark Herkenrath, Claudia König and Thomas Volken). 

2005 „Convergence and Divergence in the Contemporary World System”, Internation-
al Journal of Comparative Sociology 46:363-382 (with Mark Herkenrath, Claudia 
König and Thomas Volken). 

2002 „Replik auf Andreas Wagener“, Schweizerische Zeitschrift für Soziologie 28(2): 

367-370. 

2001 „Warum war Athen eine Demokratie? Ein spieltheoretisches Modell” (Why was 
Athens a democracy? A game-theoretical model), Schweizerische Zeitschrift für 
Soziologie 27(3): 505-519. 

3.2 Articles in collective volumes 

2010 „Towards a global perspective on social inequalities”, in Inequality Beyond Global-
ization: Economic Changes, Social Transformations, and the Dynamics of Inequality, 
ed. Christian Suter, Münster: Lit, S. 1-11 (with Christian Suter, Jean-Michel 

Bonvin, Gaël Curty, Mark Herkenrath, Michael Nollert, and Ionela Vlase). 

2008 „Neue Wege der externen Demokratieförderung: Demokratisches Regieren in 
der Europäischen Nachbarschaftspolitik“, in Externe Faktoren der Demokratisie-

rung, ed. Gero Erdmann and Marianne Kneuer, Baden-Baden: Nomos, S. 169-
194 (with Tina Freyburg, Anne Wetzel, Tatiana Skripka, Sandra Lavenex und 
Frank Schimmelfennig). 

2006 „Wertestrukturen von Schweizer Politikerinnen und Politikern“, in Ethik 2006. 

Ethikbilanz in der Schweizer Politik. Forschungsresultate, Kommentare und weiter-
führende Fragen, ed. Anna Gamma, Jörg Eugster and Regula Grünenfelder, Zü-
rich: Neue Zürcher Zeitung, S. 142-49. 

2004 „Appropriate Expectations between Democracy and Growth”, in Wirtschaft in 
soziologischer Perspektive: Diskurs und empirische Analysen, ed. Michael Nollert, 

Hanno Scholtz and Patrick Ziltener, Münster: Lit, S. 61-78. 

3.3 Other articles, reviews 

2008 „iNEquality08 Conference Report Inequality Beyond Globalization: Economic 
Changes and the Dynamics of Inequality”, ISA RC02 Economy & Society Newsletter 

Nov 2008:1-7 (with Christian Suter). 

2005 „Hanspeter Stamm, Markus Lamprecht und Rolf Nef, Soziale Ungleichheit in der 
Schweiz. Strukturen und Wahrnehmungen, Zürich, Seismo, 2003, 248 S. „ 
Schweizerische Zeitschrift für Soziologie 30:468-471. 

2005 „Werner Wirth u.a. (Hrsg.): Forschungslogik und -design in der Kommunikati-
onswissenschaft. Rezension“, Publizistik 50:137-140. 

2004 „Soziale Ungleichheit im internationalen Vergleich. Gesellschaftspolitische Ein-
stellungen und reale Entwicklungen“, vorgänge 3/2004:12-24. 
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2004 „Die Zukunft der Weltgesellschaft“, Neue Zürcher Zeitung vom 5.7.2004 (lead 
author, with Thomas Volken). 

2003 „Die Gewalt der Ökonomie und die Ökonomie der Gewalt: Globalisierungsef-
fekte in Zentrum und (Semi-)Peripherie“, soz-mag, 1/2003. 

3.4 Unpublished papers 

2010 „Geography, differentiation, returns, and power: A supply-side economic theory 
of democratization”, mimeo.  

2010 „Debate knowledge matters. Towards a rational-choice theory of the citation 

process”, mimeo. 

2005 „Die Ergebnisses des Nationalfondsprojekts 1214-06663 ‘Wahrgenommene vs. 
objektive Ungleichheit im Gesellschaftsvergleich’” (Results of the SNF-funded pro-
ject 1214-06663 'Perceived vs. objective inequality in comparative perspective`) 

(Project member, with Thomas Volken; project leader: Volker Bornschier). 

1995 „Steigende Skalenerträge und die Konzentration wirtschaftlicher Aktivitäten“, 

Diplomarbeit Universität Mannheim. 

4. Presentations (selection) 

2014 „The Two-Step Nature of Modernity”, XVIII ISA World Congress, RC15 Socio-

logical Theory Session „Contested Modernities in Theory and Practice”, Yoko-
hama, 14.7.2014. 

2014 „Debating Alternative Conventions and Defying False Friends: The Concept of 
Crisis in the Rational Choice Theory of Institutions and Historical Social 

Change”, XVIII ISA World Congress, RC35 Conceptual Analysis Session  „So-
ciological inquiries into the concept of crisis”, Yokohama, 15.7.2014. 

2014 „Rational Choice Theory in Comparative Sociology”, Symposium on Different 
Schools of Thought in Comparative Sociology, Strasbourg, 28.3.2014. 

2013 „Rational Choice Theory in Sociology: Applying a Rational Choice Theory of De-
bates and References”, Sociology and Political Science in dialogue on Rational 
Choice Theory and Applications, Torino, 20.9.2013. 

2012 „Childrens expected income consequences and fertility behavior in crossnation-

al comparison”, 2nd ISA Forum, RC41 Sociology of Population Session  „So-
ciology of population: Dimensions of child and the overarching global transfor-
mation”, Buenos Aires, 4.8.2012. 

2012 „Three equilibria and two waves of change: A short model of modernity, 1750-

2030”, 2nd ISA Forum, RC45 Session „Actors, choices, and rationality in the 
Global South „, Buenos Aires, 1.8.2012. 

2012 „Three equilibria and two shaky waves of change: A short (and helpful) social 

history of modernity, ca. 1750-2030”, ISA RC16 Midterm conference, Panel 3 
„Civilizational Theories”, Trento/I, 29.6.2012. 

2012 „Die 1940er und die 2020er Jahre. Konsequenzen eines Mikro-Modells dessen, 
was die Industriegesellschaft war“, Universität Konstanz, 5.6.2012. 
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2011 „Three Equilibria and Two Waves of Change: A Short Model of the Story of Mo-
dernity, 1750-2030”, Seminar ‘Rational Choice Sociology’, Venice International 

University (VIU), Venedig, 1.12.2011. 

2011 „Rational cognition and Industrial Society”, Symposium of the ISA Research 
Committee 45 ,Rational Choice Social Research: From Standard Rationality to 
Social Rationality?', Groningen, 15.5.2011. 

2010 „Rational cognition”, Seminar ‘Rational Choice Sociology’, Venice International 
University (VIU), Venedig, 2.12.2010. 

2010 „Comparing correlations' correlates. A broader understanding of individualiza-

tion”, ISA World Congress, Gothenburg, RC 33, Session 12, 13.7.2010 (with Bo-
do Muggli, Joel Glatz). 

2009 „e-diocracy? - Demokratie im Web 2.0”, panel discussion, Passau, 6.11.2009: 
invited panelist. 

2009 „Tracing and Understanding Rising Inequality with LIS-Data: Research Results 
and Perspectives”, One-day seminary on the Luxembourg Income Study, Uni-
versity of Berne, 15.10.2009. 

2002-08  A list of 25 presentations prior to 2009 can be gladly given on demand. 

5. Didactics and Teaching Experience 

5.1 Didactical training 

2002-05  Participation in the Teaching Portfolio program, UZH, completed courses in-
clude (a.o.): 

2004  ‚Peer Observation’. 

2003  ‚Projektmanagement-Methoden für die Lehre nutzen‘ (‚Teaching using project 
management methods‘). 

2003  ,Der Dozent als Coach‘ (,The instructor as coach‘). 

2002  ,Sprache und Sprechen im Hochschulunterricht‘ (,Speech and speaking in class‘). 

2002  ‚Lehrveranstaltungen planen und durchführen’ (,Planning and implementation of 
lectures and courses’). 

2002  ‚Präsentationen beurteilen‘ (‚Judge presentations‘). 

2002 ,Verfassen und Begleiten von schriftlichen Arbeiten‘ (,Authoring and coaching of 

theses‘). 

2002  ,Erfolgreiche (Pro-)Seminare an der Hochschule‘ (,Successful seminars‘). 
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5.2 Courses held independently 

 Note: Under 5.2 and 5.3, all courses without further remark had 2 hrs weekly, 
i.e. about 28 hrs teaching time. 

S15 „Institutionen und institutioneller Wandel“ (Institutions and institutional 
change) (S-MA, UKN). 

S15 „Werte und Wertewandel“ (Values and value change) (S-BA, UKN). 

S15 “Angewandte Datenanalyse mit Stata” (2x, UKN) 

F12-F14 „Einführung in die Mediensoziologie” (Introduction to Media Sociology) (V, Uni-
versity of Fribourg (CH)). 

W14/15 „Bildung und soziale Ungleichheit” (Education and social inequality) (S-BA, FAU). 

W14/15 „Sozialstrukturanalyse” (Social stratification) (S-BA, FAU). 

W14/15 „Struktur und Handeln” (Structure and action) (S-BA, FAU). 

W14/15 „Werte und Wertewandel“ (Values and value change) (2x, S-BA, FAU). 

W14/15 „Liquid modernity: Anforderungen der zweiten Moderne an individuelle Lebens-
läufe“ (Liquid modernity: Second modernity requirements to individual life 
courses) (S-BA, FAU). 

S14 „Empirische Klassikerdebatten als symbolische Interaktion in der Wisseschaft“ 
(Debates on seminal authors and texts as symbolic interaction in Sociology) 
(ProjS-MA, UKN, 4 hrs/wk). 

S14 „Moderne und Zweite Moderne“ (Modernity and second modernity) (S-MA, 

UKN). 

F12-F14 „Einführung in die Soziologie” (Introduction to Sociology) (V, University of Fri-
bourg (CH)). 

W13 „Global sociology” (S-MA, UKN). 

W13 „Struktur und Handeln” (Structure and action) (S-MA, UKN). 

S12 „Debatten der Handlungstheorie” (Debates in the theory of action) (S-BA, UKN). 

S12 „Empirische Klassikerdebatten als symbolische Interaktion in der Wissenschaft” 
(Debates on seminal authors and texts as symbolic interaction in Sociology) 

(ProjS-BA, UKN, 4 hrs/wk). 

S12 „Akteure und Institutionen“ (Actors and institutions) (S-MA, UKN). 

W03-W11 „Soziale Ungleichheit” (S-BA, W11 UKN; V, F11 UBE, W03 SUZ). 

W11 „Determinanten der Utopiefähigkeit” (Determinants of utopiability) (ProjS, 
UKN, 4 hrs/wk). 

W11 „Modellierung“ (Models in social science) (S-MA, UKN). 

F10-H11 „Armut und Einkommensungleichheit mit Daten der Luxembourg Income Study“ 
(Poverty and income inequality, with Luxembourg Income Study data) (ProjS, S11, 

4 hrs/wk; S/Ü F10 UBE, 4 hrs/wk). 

S11+H09 „Werte” (Values) (S-MA, UBE; S-BA, UKN). 
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W10 „Methoden der empirischen Sozialforschung 1” (Methods of empirical social 
research 1) (V, University of Leipzig). 

W10 „Multivariate Analyseverfahren” (Multivariate analysis) (V+Ü, University of 
Leipzig). 

W10+F09 „Forschungskolloquium Empirie” (Research colloquium) (C, UBE/ULG). 

F09-H10 „Institutionen und institutioneller Wandel“ (Institutions and institutional 
change) (V, 3x, UBE, SUZ). 

F10 „Gesellschaftsvergleiche“ (Introduction to Comparative Sociology) (V, UBE). 

H09+H08 „Sozialstrukturanalyse“ (Social stratification) (V, UBE). 

H09 „Seminar zur Sozialstrukturanalyse“ (S-BA, UBE). 

F09 „Forschungskolloquium Empirie“ (C, UBE). 

F09 „Datensätze zur international vergleichenden Sozialstrukturanalyse“ (S-MA, 
UBE). 

F09 „Institutionen und institutioneller Wandel“ (S-BA, UBE). 

H08 „Wirtschaftliche Entwicklung und soziale Ungleichheit“ (Economic development 
and social inequality) (V, SUZ). 

H08 „Evidenzen und Theorien zum Anstieg sozialer Ungleichheit“ (S-MA, UBE). 

H08 „Gesellschaftliche Strukturveränderungen und gesellschaftliche Problemlö-
sungskapazität“ (S-BA, UBE). 

H07 „Aktuelle soziologische Debatten“ (Sociological debates) (V/Ü, SUZ). 

S06+S04 „Quantitative Analyse wissenschaftlicher Diskurse“ (V/Ü, SUZ). 

2005-08 „Übung zur Unterstützung der Forschung“ (Ü, 4x, SUZ). 

S03 „Woher kommt der ,Terror der Ökonomie' ? Aktuelle Veränderungen in Wirt-
schaft und Gesellschaft“ (V, SUZ). 

S02 „Rational Choice und Spieltheorie“ (V, SUZ). 

5.3 Courses held in cooperation 

S11-S12 „Forschungskolloquium Empirie” (Research colloquium) (C, with Thomas Hinz, 
Werner Georg, Johannes Berger, UKN) (3x). 

H09+F10 „Forschungskolloquium Empirie” (Research colloquium) (C, with Axel Franzen, 

UBE). 

H08 „Forschungskolloquium Empirie” (Research colloquium) (C, with Rolf Becker, 
Marco Steenbergen, UBE). 

2004-09 „Forschungskolloquium Soziologie” (Research colloquium) (4x) (C, each with An-

dreas Diekmann and Ben Jann, ETH Zürich). 

W03 „Einführung ins wissenschaftliche Arbeiten” (V/Ü, with Claudia König, Mark 
Herkenrath, Thomas Volken, SUZ). 
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2002-09 „Praxiswerkstatt zur Unterstützung der Forschung” (Research colloquium): Parti-
cipation, organization, moderation (10x; C/S, each with Volker Bornschier a.o., 

SUZ). 

2001-07  Seminars (6x): Supervision of theses (each with Volker Bornschier a.o., SUZ). 

2002-08  Introductory course („Proseminar”) to sociological research (8x, each with 
Volker Bornschier a.o.), SUZ. 

5.4 Supervised theses 

2011-13  Evaluation and secondary supervision of 4 BA theses, UKN. 

2008-10  Supervision of 7 BA, one Fachprogramm and 3 Lizentiat theses, UBE. 

2002-09  Supervision of 24 research theses and 25 Lizentiat theses for Prof. Volker 
Bornschier, support for 3 Ph.D. dissertations, SUZ. 

6. Scientifc co-operation 

6.1 Activities in scientic associations 

2014-18  ISA, Research Committee 45 „Rational Choice”: Board Member. 

2012-18  ISA, Research Committee 20 „Comparative Sociology”: Executive secretary. 

2010-14  International Sociological Association (ISA), Research Committee 45 „Rational 
Choice”: President. 

2006-10  ISA, Research Committee 45 „Rational Choice”: Board Member. 

since 2003  Swiss Sociological Association, Section Economic Sociology: Executive board 

(with Michael Nollert, Jean-Michel Bonvin). 

Memberships International Sociological Association (Research Committees 45, 20, 02, 28, 33, 
41), Schweizerische Gesellschaft für Soziologie, Deutsche Gesellschaft für So-
ziologie, Schweizerische Vereinigung für Politische Wissenschaft, Deutsche 
Vereinigung für Politische Wissenschaft, Verein für Socialpolitik. 

Reviewer Schweizerischer Nationalfonds, Social Forces, U.S. National Science Foundation, 

International Journal of Comparative Sociology, Schweizerische Zeitschrift für Soziol-
ogie, Cities, European Integration online, Living Reviews of Democracy. 

6.2 Project organization 

(2016) ISA World Forum of Sociology, Vienna 2016, Session organization for RC45 and 
RC20 (2 sessions) 

2014 ISA World Congress of Sociology, Yokohama 2014: Program coordinator for 
RC45 (8 sessions). 

2014  ISA World Congress of Sociology, Yokohama 2014: Chair of RC45 sessions (2 

sessions). 

2014  ISA World Congress of Sociology, Yokohama 2014: Chair of the session „Cur-
rent Research in Comparative Sociology”. 
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2013  International workshop Sociology and Political Science in dialogue on Rational 
Choice Theory and Applications, Torino, 19.-21.9.2013: Member of the Organiz-

ing Committee. 

2012  2nd ISA World Forum of Sociology, Buenos Aires 2012: Program coordinator for 
RC45 (5 sessions). 

2012 „Childrens' expected income consequences and fertility behavior in crossna-
tional comparison”, Research project, total budget: 5'000 Euro. 

2010 „Rationality on the move: An open discussion on the prospects of rational choice 
sociology”, ISA World Congress, Gothenburg, RC 45, Session 7: Session organi-

zation. 

2010 „Rationalizing irrationalities”, ISA World Congress, Gothenburg, RC 45, Session 
8: Session organization. 

2010 „Changing patterns of inequality and development”, ISA World Congress, 

Gothenburg, RC 02, Session 5: Session organization (with Christian Suter). 

2009  One-day seminary on the Luxembourg Income Study, Berne: Organization (with 

Thierry Kruten, Martina Bichsel, Peter Farago). 

2008 „Revisiting Rationality”, ISA World Forum, Barcelona, RC 45, Session 1: Session 
organization (with Yoshimichi Sato). 

2008 „Inequality beyond Globalization: Economic Changes and the Dynamics of Ine-
quality”, ISA RC02 Midterm Conference, international conference with 6 plena-

ry and 60 workshop lectures, total budget 75'000 SFr: Scientic and local organi-
zation (with Christian Suter, Jean-Michel Bonvin, Michael Nollert). 

2006 „Changing patterns of inequality and development”, ISA World Congress, Dur-
ban, RC 09, Session 5: Session organization (with Nina Bandelj). 

2006 „Justice Evaluations, Other Attitudes Towards Inequality, and Their Conse-

quences”, ISA World Congress, Durban, RC 02, Session 6: Session organization 
(with Volker Bornschier und Thomas Volken). 

2004-06 „Ethik 2006”, Study on values of Swiss politicians, Lassalle-Institut, Schönbrunn, 
with SUZ students: scientific project monitoring . 

2006  Report of the SUZ non-professorial faculty during the SUZ evaluation: Organi-
zation, reporting. 

2004 „The Future of World Society”, international symposium with 14 contributors (6 
non-european), total budget 45'000 SFr.: Scientific and local organization (with 

Mark Herkenrath, Claudia König and Thomas Volken). 

2003  Organization of funding for the collective volume „Enteignet, Vertrieben, Er-

mordet” (total budget: 30'000 SFr. 

2001-05  Research project „Wahrgenommene vs. objektive Ungleichheit im Gesell-
schaftsvergleich“ (total budget: 225'000 SFr.): Project proposal and implemen-

tation (Project leader: Volker Bornschier, with Thomas Volken). 

2003-05  Swiss Sociological Association, workshop sessions on economic sociology at 

SGS-congresses, Zurich 2003 und St. Gallen 2005: Session organization (with 
Michael Nollert). 
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2002 „Wirtschaftssoziologie in der Schweiz“, national symposium on Swiss economic 
sociology: Organization (with Michael Nollert). 

1997-2000  Organization of various media projects for vorwärts publishing, Berlin, und we-
gewerk Medienlabor, Berlin. 

1992 „Interdisziplinarität”, Workshop at the Dies Academicus, University of Mann-
heim: Organization. 

7. Other activities  

2009  Commission for the new bachelors‘ degree programme in social sciences, Uni-
versity of Berne, representative for the Institute of Sociology. 

2005-08  Faculty council of the Philosophical Faculty, University of Zurich, representative 
for the non-tenured staff. 

2004-08  Academical senate of the University of Zurich, representative for the non-

tenured staff. 

2002-08  Commission for interdisciplinary activities of ETH and University of Zurich, rep-
resentative for the non-tenured staff. 

1995-2000 Active in a German party and its youth organization, various delegations and 

board positions. 

1991-94 Assitant to a physically disabled person. 

1990-93  Faculty council of the Faculty of Economics, University of Mannheim, student 
representative. 

1989-91  Evangelisches Studienwerk Villigst e.V., student representative. 

1982-83 Evangelisches Gymnasium zum Grauen Kloster, Berlin, elected representative 

of the pupils. 
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